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Proclamations Proc. 7129

Proclamation 7129 of September 30, 1998

National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Domestic violence is a leading cause of injury to American women, and
teenage girls between the ages of 16 and 19 experience one of the highest
rates of such violence. A woman is battered every 15 seconds in the United
States, and 30 percent of female murder victims are killed by current or
former partners. Equally disturbing is the impact of domestic violence on
children. Witnessing such violence has a devastating emotional effect on
children, and between 50 and 70 percent of men who abuse their female
partners abuse their children as well. From inner cities to rural commu-
nities, domestic violence affects individuals of every age, culture, class,
gender, race, and religion.

Combatting the violence that threatens many of our Nation’s families is
among my highest priorities as President. Through the Violence Against
Women Act (VAWA), included in the historic Crime Bill I signed into law,
we have more than tripled funding for programs that combat domestic vio-
lence and sexual abuse—investing over half a billion dollars since 1994.
The Violence Against Women Office at the Department of Justice, which
coordinates the Federal Government’s implementation of the Act, is leading
a comprehensive national effort to combine tough Federal laws with assist-
ance to State and local programs designed to fight domestic violence and
aid its victims. With VAWA grants, communities across our country have
been able to hire more prosecutors and improve domestic violence training
among police officers, prosecutors, and health and social service profes-
sionals.

My Administration has also worked to enact other important legislation
that sends the clear message that family violence is a serious crime. The
Interstate Stalking Punishment and Prevention Act of 1996 stiffens the pen-
alties against perpetrators who pursue women across State lines to stalk,
threaten, or abuse them; and an extension of the Brady Law prohibits any-
one convicted of a domestic violence offense from owning a firearm. Since
1996, the 24-hour National Domestic Violence Hotline (1–800–799–SAFE)
we established has provided immediate crisis intervention, counseling, and
referrals for those in need, responding to as many as 10,000 calls each
month.

In observing the month of October as National Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month, we also recognize the dedicated efforts of professionals and
volunteers who take up this cause every day, offering protection, guidance,
encouragement, and compassion to the survivors of family violence. We re-
affirm our pledge to strengthen our collective national response to crimes
of domestic violence. Most important, we strengthen our commitment to
raise public awareness of the frequency of domestic violence, recognize the
signs of such violence, and intervene before it escalates. If we are ever to
erase the pain of these heinous crimes, we must help victims become sur-
vivors and, once and for all, end the scourge of violence in America’s
homes.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 1998 as Na-
tional Domestic Violence Awareness Month. I call upon government offi-
cials, law enforcement agencies, health professionals, educators, commu-
nity leaders, and the American people to join together to end the domestic
violence that threatens so many of our people.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7130 of October 1, 1998

National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
For the millions of us who have lost loved ones to breast cancer, this an-
nual observance brings with it both sorrow and hope—sorrow that medical
breakthroughs came too late to save a beloved relative or friend, and hope
that new efforts in research, prevention, and treatment will protect other
families from suffering the impact of this devastating disease. Recent de-
clines in the rate of breast cancer deaths among American women reflect
the progress we have made in early detection and improved treatment. But
it is urgent that we continue to build on that progress. This year alone, an-
other 180,000 cases of breast cancer will be diagnosed, and some 44,000
women will die from the disease.

We are waging America’s crusade against breast cancer on many fronts.
Spearheading the effort is the National Action Plan on Breast Cancer
(NAPBC)—the product of a conference convened by Secretary of Health
and Human Services (HHS) Donna Shalala that included advocates, women
with breast cancer, their families, clinicians, researchers, members of Con-
gress, educators, and the media. The NAPBC is helping to coordinate the
national response to breast cancer by fostering communication, coopera-
tion, and collaboration among experts both inside and outside of the Gov-
ernment.

The lead Government agency conducting breast cancer research and control
programs is the National Cancer Institute (NCI) at HHS. By developing an
index of genes involved in breast and other cancers, the NCI is improving
our understanding of the disease at the molecular level. Research into the
relationship between breast cancer and genes such as BRCA1 and BRCA2
is helping us to better comprehend how the disease develops, allowing re-
searchers to understand more precisely the risk of breast cancer caused by
mutations in these genes. The most encouraging advance thus far in pre-
vention research came from the landmark Breast Cancer Prevention Trial.
This study, a national clinical trial sponsored by the NCI, found that
women at high risk for breast cancer reduced that risk by taking the drug
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